
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Conference Planning Subcommittee Meeting 
 

March 19, 2018 
 

 

A meeting of the Conference Planning Subcommittee of the Advisory Committee on 
Aging  & Adults with Physical Disabilities for Sussex County was held on Monday, 
March 19, 2018, at the Sussex County Administrative Offices West Complex, 22215 
North DuPont Boulevard, Georgetown, Delaware.  The following Subcommittee 
members were present: 
 
  Ruth Ann Beideman         Francine Shockley 
 Jamie Magee            Helen Smith 

Larry Savage 
 

Other attendees included Linda Forte and Cathy Parker. 
 
Call to Order 
 
Ruth Ann Beideman, Subcommittee Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:15 p.m.   
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
A Motion was made by Helen Smith, seconded by Francine Shockley, to approve the 
Agenda as posted.  Motion Adopted by Voice Vote. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
A Motion was made by Jamie Magee, seconded by Francine Shockley, to approve the 
minutes of February 12, 2018, as distributed.  Motion Adopted by Voice Vote. 
 
Planning for Conference 
 
• Ruth Ann Beideman requested that Jamie Magee and Helen Smith work with 

Crossroads Community Church to find a suitable date for the conference in 2019.  
It was felt that a Thursday would be better than a Friday, and the first part of 
May would be best, possibly May 2nd if it is available.  If the only choices are near 
Mother's Day or Memorial Day weekend, the conference may have to be held 
toward the end of April. 
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• Ruth Ann Beideman questioned whether the conference should be scheduled for a 
half-day or whole day.  Most people seem to think a half-day conference would be 
better, but it will be a short conference if attendees only stay until 12:00 noon.   
 
Helen Smith suggested serving brunch instead of breakfast or lunch.  That way 
the conference could conclude at 1:00 p.m. and still include a nice meal.  The day 
might look something like this: 

 
  8:00 a.m. -   8:45 a.m.  Registration, Coffee, Vendors 

 
  8:45 a.m. -   9:00 a.m.         Welcome 

 
  9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.         Speakers/Panel 

 
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.         Brunch/Vendors 

 
11:30 a.m. -   1:00 p.m.         Speakers/Panel 

 
• Topics to be included in the conference were discussed.  It was felt that funeral 

homes should be represented.  Even though they are for-profit businesses, a couple 
could be included as vendors.   
 

• Helen Smith suggested that the conference be limited to addressing legal aspects, 
such as the need for a will, powers of attorney, durable powers of attorney, 
revocable and irrevocable trusts, advance directives, etc. Advertising could 
indicate that legal representatives will be on hand at the end of the conference, 
maybe from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., to prepare powers of attorney and advance 
directives for anyone interested.  It was also recommended that the conference 
handout packets include a printout of legal terms such as powers of attorney, 
durable powers of attorney, advance directives, and so forth. 

 
• The morning session might consist of an overview of advance directives and 

powers of attorney, with a speaker from Community Legal Aid.  A panel of 
specialists to answer questions was proposed as well. 

 
• The afternoon session could address wills and trusts, or it might be best to flip the 

sessions and have the afternoon session lead into the free legal assistance offer in 
preparing advance directives and powers of attorney from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
 

• Title of Conference - Linda Forte proposed “Kicking the Bucket - A Different Kind 
of Bucket List.”  Everyone agreed this is a catchy and clever idea for the title. 

 
• “Staying in Your Home - Home Healthcare” was also suggested for the afternoon 

session; however, it was felt this title is too long for a one-and-a-half-hour period, 
and the topic could encompass an entire conference in and of itself. 
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• A number of committee members and visitors relayed personal experiences about 
loved ones and their lack of preparation for end of life issues.  Ruth Ann 
Beideman stated that some of those real-life experiences could be incorporated 
into the conference, and that the audience may even be asked to share some of 
their stories throughout the day. 

 
• Ruth Ann Beideman asked if the Conference Planning Subcommittee felt the need 

to meet every month since the conference is more than a year away.  It was agreed 
that, at least for the time being, it is not necessary to meet monthly. The 
Subcommittee will meet bimonthly until the conference date gets closer.   

 
Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Conference Planning Subcommittee will be held on Monday, 
May 21, 2018, at the Sussex County Administrative Offices West Complex, 22215 
North DuPont Boulevard, in Georgetown, following the regular Advisory Committee 
meeting. 
 
Adjourn 
 
A Motion was made by Jamie Magee, seconded by Helen Smith, to adjourn at 
1:40 p.m.  Motion Adopted by Voice Vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Helen Smith, Secretary  
Advisory Committee on Aging & Adults with 
  Physical Disabilities for Sussex County                                                    
 
 


