
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Conference Planning Subcommittee Meeting 
 

May 21, 2018 
 

 
A meeting of the Conference Planning Subcommittee of the Advisory Committee on 
Aging  & Adults with Physical Disabilities for Sussex County was held on Monday, 
May 21, 2018, at the Sussex County Administrative Offices West Complex, 22215 
North DuPont Boulevard, Georgetown, Delaware.  The following Subcommittee 
members were present: 
 
  Ruth Ann Beideman          Linda Rogers 
 Linda Forte      Helen Smith 
 Jamie Magee             

 
Other attendees included Antionette Johnson and Cathy Parker. 
 
Call to Order 
 
Ruth Ann Beideman, Subcommittee Chair, called the meeting to order at 11:31 a.m.   
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
A Motion was made by Helen Smith, seconded by Jamie Magee, to approve the 
Agenda as posted.  Motion Adopted by Voice Vote. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
A Motion was made by Linda Rogers, seconded by Jamie Magee, to approve the 
minutes of March 19, 2018, as distributed.  Motion Adopted by Voice Vote. 
 
Planning for Conference 
 
• Ruth Ann Beideman asked Jamie Magee to recap the meeting which she and 

Helen Smith had with Kari Souder at Crossroad Community Church in February.  
Jamie Magee stated that she has since emailed Ms. Souder twice asking for a 
committed date in May 2019 for the conference to take place.  Ms. Souder advised 
that they have just begun to work on the May 2019 schedule and, therefore, do not 
have a firm date at this point.   
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• Ruth Ann Beideman reported that she spoke with County Administrator Todd 
Lawson regarding the Advisory Committee’s plans to hold the next Sussex 
C.A.R.E.S. Conference at Crossroad Community Church.  Mr. Lawson mentioned 
that in addition to the cost of lunch, it will be up to the Committee to decide if they 
would like to give a donation for use of the meeting room. 

 
• Ruth Ann Beideman stated that it will be the responsibility of the Advisory 

Committee and Subcommittee members to get the word out regarding the 
conference.  An email list of people and organizations needs to be developed for 
use in distributing fliers and alerts.  It was felt that obtaining email addresses and 
telephone numbers for churches and/or places of worship in each community 
would be a good place to start.  Therefore, each member of the Subcommittee is 
asked to bring a listing for their respective area to the July meeting. 

 
• Radio and television stations need to be contacted to see if someone could appear 

on local programs to promote the conference. Articles should also be provided to 
newspapers at least six weeks in advance publicizing the conference. 

 
• Offering assistance to the public with the preparation of advanced directives 

and/or powers of attorney at the conclusion of the conference, most likely between 
1:00 and 3:00 p.m., was discussed.  Antionette Johnson, Community Legal Aid 
Society, stated that although she can start the process, these types of documents 
cannot be finished the same day, since an attorney must complete the actual form 
and the client is required to sign once it is finalized.  It is important to note this 
information when advertising for the conference, if this assistance is to be offered.  
In addition, appointments may be necessary for individuals over 60 years of age 
who are eligible for this free service if there is a good response, as Ms. Johnson is 
not sure she will have anyone to assist her the day of the conference. 

 
• Antionette Johnson suggested that Jackie Chacona, an attorney with Delaware 

Volunteer Legal Services, be considered as a speaker at the conference.  This 
agency provides free assistance with preparing a will for people with limited 
income.  To address revocable and irrevocable trusts, however, it may be 
necessary to contact a for-profit attorney to speak. 

   
• Ruth Ann Beideman requested the Subcommittee’s opinion about providing 

brunch at the conference instead of breakfast or lunch.  Everyone seemed to agree 
that brunch from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. would be beneficial in starting the 
conference a little earlier and ending a little later, since a filling meal would be 
available midway through.  The following suggestions were made as to foods that 
could be included in a brunch: 

 
o Fruit 
o One or more egg dishes or casseroles 
o Pastries 
o Quiche 
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o Mini chicken salad sandwiches 
o Hash browns or some potato dish 
o Toast or other type of bread 
o Macaroni and cheese 
o Sliced tomatoes and lettuce 

 
Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Conference Planning Subcommittee will be held on Monday, 
July 16, 2018, at the Greenwood CHEER Center, 41 Schulze Road, in Greenwood 
(following the regular Advisory Committee meeting).  Attendees are asked to come 
prepared with a list of churches and/or places of worship in their respective area, 
along with an email address and telephone number for each for contact purposes. 
 
Adjourn 
 
A Motion was made by Helen Smith, seconded by Jamie Magee, to adjourn at 
12:20 p.m.  Motion Adopted by Voice Vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Helen Smith, Secretary  
Advisory Committee on Aging & Adults with 
  Physical Disabilities for Sussex County                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


