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AGENDA 

 
July 6, 2020 

 
6:00 P.M. 

 
PLEASE REVIEW MEETING INSTRUCTIONS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE AGENDA** 

 

  Call to Order 

 

  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

  Approval of Agenda 

 

  Approval of Minutes for June 1, 2020 

  

  Approval of Findings of Fact for June 1, 2020 

 

  Additional Business 

 

Board of Adjustment Annual Reorganization 

 

  Old Business 

 

Case No. 12433 – Donna M. Sulecki & Brenda L. Blackburn seek variances from the front 

yard setback and side yard setback requirements for existing structures (Sections 115-41, 115-

182, 115-183 and 115-185 of the Sussex County Zoning Code). The property is located on 

the northeast side of Rose Lane within the Orchard Manor subdivision. 911 Address: 28337 

Rose Lane, Millsboro. Zoning District: GR. Tax Parcel: 234-34.08-28.00 

 

Case No. 12428 – Sun Leisure Point Resort, LLC seeks variances from the separation 

distance requirement for proposed structures (Section 155-172 of the Sussex County Zoning 

Code) The property is location on the southwest side of Diplomat Street, approximately 440 

ft. southeast of Radie Kay Lane. 911 Address: N/A. Zoning District: AR-1. Tax Parcel: 234-

24.00-39.02 and 39.06 

 

Consideration of Request for Rehearing for case 12416 – Lands of Jessica F. Peake. 

 

Consideration of Request for Rehearing for case 12427 – Lands of Robert Barkey & Janet 

Hynes. 
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  Public Hearings 

 

Case No. 12440 – Lockwood Design & Construction Co., Inc. seek a special use exception 

for an off-premises electronic message center. (Sections 115-80, 115-81, 115-159.5, 115-

161.1 & 115-210 of the Sussex County Zoning Code). The property is located on the southeast 

side of Broadkill Road (Rt. 16) approximately 380 ft. northeast of Reynolds Road. 911 

Address: 26412 Broadkill Road, Milton.  Zoning District: C-1. Tax Parcel: 235-15.00-24.00 

 

Case No. 12441 – James & Amy Owens seek variances from the rear yard setback 

requirements and from the minimum aggregate front yard and rear yard requirements for 

proposed structures (Sections 115-34, 115-183 and 115-188 of the Sussex County Zoning 

Code). The property is located on the northeast corner of Tower Place and Ashlyn Road within 

The Overlook subdivision. 911 Address: 30563 Tower Place, Selbyville. Zoning District: 

MR. Tax Parcel: 533-20.00-88.00 

 

Case No. 12442 – Richard Johnson & Joyce Flanagan seek variances from the front yard 

setback requirement for proposed structures (Sections 115-34 and 115-182 of the Sussex 

County Zoning Code). The property is located on the southeast side of Rogers Avenue within 

the Ann Acres subdivision. 911 Address: 21001 Rogers Avenue, Rehoboth Beach. Zoning 

District: MR. Tax Parcel: 334-20.13-56.00 

 

Case No. 12443 – Bay Shore Community Church seeks a special use exception to operate 

a day care center (Sections 115-23 and 115-210 of the Sussex County Zoning Code). The 

property is located on the east side of London Avenue approximately 513 ft. southwest of 

Lighthouse Road (Rt. 54). 911 Address: 38288 London Avenue, Unit 6, Selbyville.  Zoning 

District: AR-1. Tax Parcel: 533-18.00-61.01 

 

Case No. 12444 – Jane L. Hawkins seeks variances from the front yard setback and side 

yard setback requirements for proposed and existing structures (Sections 115-25, 115-183 and 

115-185 of the Sussex County Zoning Code). The property is located on the north side of 

Daisey Road approximately 287 ft. southeast of Honeysuckle Road. 911 Address: 34517 

Daisey Road, Frankford. Zoning District: AR-1. Tax Parcel: 134-18.00-46.01 

 

Case No. 12446 – Dorzet Short seeks a special use exception to operate a day care center 

(Sections 115-23 and 115-210 of the Sussex County Zoning Code). The property is located 

on the north side of Old Furnace Road approximately 0.68 mile west of Rementer Road. 911 

Address: 14181 Old Furnace Road, Georgetown.  Zoning District: AR-1. Tax Parcel: 231-

14.00-24.03 
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******************************** 

 

Board of Adjustment meetings can be monitored on the internet at 

www.sussexcountyde.gov. 

 

********************************* 

 

In accordance with 29 Del. C. §10004(e)(2), this Agenda was posted on June 29, 2020 

at 4:10 p.m., and at least seven (7) days in advance of the meeting. 

   

 

This Agenda is subject to change to include the addition or deletion of items, 

including Executive Sessions, which arise at the time of the Meeting.  

Agenda items listed may be considered out of sequence. 

 

 

-MEETING INSTRUCTIONS-  

 

** The Sussex County Board of Adjustment is holding this meeting under the authority issued by 

Governor John C. Carney through Proclamation No. 17-3292.  

 

The public is encouraged to view the meeting on-line.  Any person attending in person will be 

required to go through a wellness and security screening, including a no-touch temperature check.  

The public will be required to wear a facial mask. 

 

Chambers seating capacity is limited, and seating assignments will be enforced. 

 

The meeting will be streamed live at https://sussexcountyde.gov/council-chamber-broadcast 

 

The County is required to provide a dial-in number for the public to comment during the appropriate 

time of the meeting.  Note, the on-line stream experiences a 30-second delay.  Any person who dials 

in should listen to the teleconference audio to avoid the on-line stream delay. 

 

To join the meeting via phone, please dial:  

 

Conference Number: 800-988-0494 

 

Passcode: 1695792 

 

 

The Board of Adjustment meeting materials, including the “packet”, are electronically accessible on 

the County’s website at: https://sussexcountyde.gov/  

 

 

 

#### 

http://www.sussexcountyde.gov/
https://sussexcountyde.gov/council-chamber-broadcast














Manufacturing quality LED display solutions in the United States for over 35 years. 

HDX-16 Outdoor 
Direct-View LED Wall

Your Light and Slim-Line, 
Fixed Installation, Outdoor 
LED Display Solution!

- Exceptionally Bright

- Class-Leading Contrast Ratio

- Ultra Slim at only 5 Inches Deep

- Ultra Light at only 110 lbs per             
Four Foot Square Panel



 LED Spacing (Pitch)  

Pixel Density

 Viewing Angle

 Frame Rate

Controllers and Configuration Software
Software  
Included

File  
Capabilities

.gifs, .jpeg, .bmp, .png, 

.avi, .mpg, wmv

Operational and Power Specifications

Protection Grade

Case Material:  

 

Operating Temp. 
Range

 Compliance Stds.

 Video Source 
Compatibility 

Limited Warranty

Manual Available online:  
http://support.adaptivedisplays.com/Documentation

Technical Support Phone and On-Line from Adaptive Technical Support Team

•

•

•

•

7840 N 86th Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53224 USA 
(800) 558-7022 
sales@adaptivedisplays.com
www.adaptivedisplays.comCopyright © 2016 Adaptive Micro Systems All Rights Reserved

Brightness:   

Agency Approvals:  

Product Features
Front and Rear Maintenance 
Accessible Panels
Rear Handle design makes 
Panels easy to Lift
Light-Blocking design means less 
light leakage to Front of Panels

Great Heat Dissipation and IP65/54 Protection 

7000 Nits+

  ETL, CE, FCC

      Functional and Physical Specifications  Functional and Physical Specifications

Grey Level

Refresh Rate

Brightness Adjustment

LED Composition

Module Dimension

Module Resolution

Panel Dimension

Panel Resolution

Panel Case Material

Panel Weight

Serviceability

Life of Service

Voltage

Avg. Power 
Consumption
Max. Power 
Consumption

Storage Temp. 
Range

mm16

3,906 Pixels/m2

140 (Horiz.), 75 (Vertical) Degrees

14 Bit

>1920 Hz

60 Hz

Manual/Auto/Programmable

DIP 1R1G1B

15.75(W) x 9.45(H) Inches

25 X 15 Pixels

47.24(W) x 47.24(H) x 5.12(D) Inches

75 X 75 Pixels

Aluminum Alloy

<50 Kg

Front and Rear Accessible

50,000+ Hours

100-240  Volts AC

155 Watts/M2

490 Watts/M2

IP65/IP54 Front/Rear

Aluminum Alloy

40-60/0-90 Degrees C/% Relative Humidity

20-45/10-90 Degrees C/% Relative Humidity

ETL,CE,RoHS,FCC

RF, S-Video, RGB, RGBHV, YUV, YC, 
Composition, HDMI, DVI-D

Two Years   

Static and Dynamic 
Video Files

Message and Content
Creation

Controllers and 
Processing Cards

NovaStar  

Adaptive Ooh!Media and 
LED STUDIO



 
18072 Davidson Drive 

Milton, DE 19968 
T: 302-684-8030 
F: 302-684-8054 

 
www.pennoni.com 

 

LOCKWOOD DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION Co., Inc. 

 SPECIAL USE EXCEPTION 

       CASE NO. 12440 

 

 
OWNER/DEVELOPER:  
 
Lockwood Design & Construction Co., Inc. 
26412 Broadkill Road 
Milton, DE 19968 
 
APPLICANT: 
 
Lynn Rogers  
Rogers Sign Company, Inc. 
8585 Silver Mist Run 
Milton, DE 19968 
 
 
PLANNER/ENGINEER/SURVEYOR: 
 
PENNONI 
18072 DAVIDSON DRIVE 
MILTON, DE 19968 
MARK H. DAVIDSON, PRINCIPAL LAND 
PLANNER 
ALAN DECKTOR, PE., ENV SP 
JOHN W. HAUPT, PLS 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL: 
 
PENNONI & ACCENT ENVIRONMENTAL 
WILLIAM J. GANGLOFF, PhD. PROFESSIONAL 
SOIL SCIENTIST 
 
 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS: 
 

 
TAB 1  APPLICATION 
 

a. APPLICATION 
b. CS-SP LAYOUT 
c. DEED 

 
 
TAB 2  EXHIBITS 
 

a. SIGN FRAME AND DETAIL 
b. HDX-16 OUTDOOR WALL 
c. GOOGLE AERIAL 
d. SUSSEX COUNTY ZONING MAP 

 
 

TAB 3  SPECIAL USE 
 

a. SECTION 115-80 C. SPECIAL 
USE EXCEPTION 
 

TAB 4  DelDOT APPROVALS 
 

a. DelDOT APPROVAL 
b. OA APPLICATION 2020 



Mark H. Davidson / Vice President 
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EXPERIENCE SUMMARY  
Mark H. Davidson serves as Vice President of Pennoni and Office Director for our Southern 
Delaware, Milton Office. Mark also serves as the Principal Land Planner for Pennoni. He has 
over 35-years of past experience in Surveying, Engineering, Consulting, Construction and 
Land Planning. For 12-years he owned a professional engineering, surveying, land planning, 
environmental and consulting firm that provided professional consulting and design in land 
planning for residential, industrial, institutional, municipal and commercial applications to 
a wide range of clients in Delaware and Maryland. Mr. Davidson’s project experience 
includes land development planning, surveying, engineering, environmental design and 
permitting; construction and project consulting, management and inspection; water 
resource consulting, management and inspection and municipal consulting, planning and 
inspection for residential, industrial, institutional, municipal and commercial applications.  

Mark is a past director of the Delaware Onsite Wastewater Recycling Association as well as 
a member of the American Planning Association, American Institute of Certified Planners 
and has served in the past as a committee member of Delaware Low Impact Development 
Roundtable Committee, Delaware Pollution Control Strategy Committee, Delaware 
Sediment & Stormwater Regulatory Advisory Committee, and the Delaware Technical & 
Community College A/E Curriculum Committee. He was also nominated for the Brandywine 
Chapter Association of Fundraising Professionals Philanthropy Award and has won the BNI 
Notable Networker Award.  

Along with all the experience and education stated and with many years of combined 
experience in Surveying, Engineering, Consulting and Land Planning, he has been 
responsible for providing consulting, layout and design in surveying, engineering and land 
planning for residential, industrial, institutional, municipal and commercial applications to 
a wide range of clients in Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia.   He has project 
managed, studied, planned, surveyed, designed and engineered sustainable, master-
planned communities, commercial and urban redevelopment projects, and the public 
infrastructure that supports them. 

Mark has provided nationwide land planning consulting services to a variety of clientele to 
help coordinate project startups as well as final construction consulting services when it 
came to commercial, residential, industrial, municipal, educational and community land 
planning. Provided additional consulting in civil/site engineering, stormwater management, 
erosion and sediment control, wastewater collection and disposal, transportation, and 
environmental. Market areas practiced; Delaware, Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, North Dakota, Puerto Rico, Canada and Panama. 

Additional Project experience includes cutting edge design and technology as well as value 
engineering to help clients through the ever-changing market including but not limited to 
solar voltaic and wind generation projects. 

He is currently appointed by the Secretary of DNREC to serve 3-years on the On Site Septic 
Advisory Board for the State of Delaware. 

 

EDUCATION 
University of Delaware; Civil Engineering, 
(1986-1990) 

Land Surveying, Delaware Technical & 
Community College (1984-1986) and 
Wastewater Microbiology Diploma 
(1997) 

Land Planning, Institute for Public 
Administration (2006) 

CERTIFICATIONS 
DNREC Class A Percolation Tester & Class 
B Septic Designer, (DE #2418)  

Sediment & Stormwater Management, 
Responsible Personnel, DE (#8760) and 
MD (#4914) 

DNREC Certified Construction Reviewer: 
DE (#1270) 

Delaware Notary  

TRAININGS  
Hydrology, Delaware TR-20 (1993) 

Reducing Flood Hazard in Coastal 
Development (1996) 

Law for Managers/Supervisors (1999) 

State and Federal Laws (2000) 

Advanced Real Estate Law in Delaware 
(2002) 

Land Conservation and Historic 
Preservation (2003) 

Land Surveying Business Diploma (1998) 

Project Manager Training I, Pennoni 
(2015) 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
National Onsite Wastewater Recycling 
Association 

Delaware Onsite Wastewater Recycling 
Association  

American Planning Association 

American Institute of Certified Planners 

HONORS/AWARDS 
Association of Professionals 
Philanthropy, Brandywine Chapter 
Fundraising Nominee (2014) 

Notable Networker Award, BNI (2013) 
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Criteria for a Variance: (Please provide a written statement regarding each criteria). 

You shall demonstrate to the Board of Adjustment that the property meets all of the following criteria for 
a Variance to be granted.  

In granting any variance the Board may attach such reasonable conditions and safeguards as it may 
deem necessary to implement the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance or Code. The Board is empowered in 
no case, however, to grant a variance in the use of land or structures thereon.   

1. Uniqueness of property:
That there are unique physical circumstances or conditions, including irregularity, narrowness, 
or shallowness of lot size or shape, or exceptional topographical or other physical conditions 
peculiar to the particular property and that the exceptional practical difficulty is due to such 
conditions and not to circumstances or conditions generally created by the provisions of the 
Zoning Ordinance or Code in the neighborhood or district in which the property is located. 

2. Cannot otherwise be developed:
That because of such physical circumstances or conditions, there is no possibility that the 
property can be developed in strict conformity with the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance or 
Code and that the authorization of a variance is therefore necessary to enable the reasonable 
use of the property.   

3. Not created by the applicant:
That such exceptional practical difficulty has not been created by the appellant. 

4. Will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood:
That the variance, if authorized, will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood or 
district in which the property is located and nor substantially or permanently impair the 
appropriate use of development of adjacent property, nor be detrimental to the public welfare. 

5. Minimum variance:
That the variance, if authorized, will represent the minimum variance that will afford relief and 
will represent the least modification possible of the regulation in issue. 
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Criteria for a Special Use Exception: (Please provide a written statement regarding each 

criteria) 

You shall demonstrate to the Board of Adjustment that the property meets all of the following 
criteria for a Special Use Exception to be granted. 

1. Such exception will not substantially affect adversely the uses of adjacent and neighboring
property. 

2. Any other requirements which apply to a specific type of special use exception as required by
the Sussex County Code. (Ex. Time limitations – 5 year maximum) 

Basis for Appeal: (Please provide a written statement regarding reason for appeal) 

The properties on the east and south are farm fields and the properties to the north are Commercial.
Currently there are 2 Off-premise signs that will be removed as a part of this application to be
replaced with one Off-Premises Electronic Messaging Center. The sign is being placed in order to meet
all the setbacks of the ordinance. Such exception will not substantially increase the hazard from
fire or other dangers to said and neighboring properties; otherwise impair the public health, safety,
comfort, morals or general welfare of the public; diminish or impair property values within the
neighborhood; unduly increase traffic congestion on the public highways; will create a public
nuisance; or result in an increase in public expenditures.
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Check List for Applications 
The following shall be submitted with the application 

 Completed Application

 Provide a survey  of the property (Variance)
o Survey shall show the location of building(s), building setbacks, stairs, deck, etc.
o Survey shall show distances from property lines to buildings, stairs, deck, etc.
o Survey shall be signed and sealed by a Licensed Surveyor.

 Provide a Site Plan or survey of the property (Special Use Exception)

 Provide Fee $400.00

 Provide written response to criteria for Variance or Special Use Exception (may be on a
separate document if not enough room on the form)

 Copy of Receipt (staff)

 Optional - Additional information for the Board to consider (ex.  photos, letters from
neighbors, etc.)

 Please be aware that Public Notice will be sent to property owners within 200 feet of the
subject site and County staff will come out to the subject site, take photos and place a sign
on the site stating the date and time of the Public Hearing for the application.

*Please be advised that the decision of the Board of Adjustment is only final when the written decision
is filed with the Board’s secretary. To determine whether the written decision has been filed, you may 
call the Planning & Zoning Department at 302-855-7878.  The written decision is generally completed 

within thirty (30) to sixty (60) days following the Board’s vote on the application or appeal.  Please 
include the case number when calling about the decision. 

*Please be advised that any action taken in reliance of the Board’s decision prior to the filing of the
written decision and the expiration of any applicable appeal period is taken at the Property Owner’s 

Risk. 

The undersigned acknowledges that that he or she has read the application completely and that if the 
appellant / applicant is unable to convince the Board that the standards for granting relief have been 
met, the appeal / application will be denied.   

Signature of Owner/Agent/Attorney 

Date: 

For office use only: 
Date Submitted: ___________________  Fee: $400.00   Check #: _____________________  
Staff accepting application: ____________________ Application & Case #:_________________________________ 
Location of property: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Subdivision: ___________________________ Lot#: ___________ Block#: _____________________  
Date of Hearing: ______________________  Decision of Board: ____________________________ 
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Manufacturing quality LED display solutions in the United States for over 35 years. 

HDX-16 Outdoor 
Direct-View LED Wall

Your Light and Slim-Line, 
Fixed Installation, Outdoor 
LED Display Solution!

- Exceptionally Bright

- Class-Leading Contrast Ratio

- Ultra Slim at only 5 Inches Deep

- Ultra Light at only 110 lbs per             
Four Foot Square Panel



 LED Spacing (Pitch)  

Pixel Density

 Viewing Angle

 Frame Rate

Controllers and Configuration Software
Software  
Included

File  
Capabilities

.gifs, .jpeg, .bmp, .png, 

.avi, .mpg, wmv

Operational and Power Specifications

Protection Grade

Case Material:  

 

Operating Temp. 
Range

 Compliance Stds.

 Video Source 
Compatibility 

Limited Warranty

Manual Available online:  
http://support.adaptivedisplays.com/Documentation

Technical Support Phone and On-Line from Adaptive Technical Support Team

•

•

•

•

7840 N 86th Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53224 USA 
(800) 558-7022 
sales@adaptivedisplays.com
www.adaptivedisplays.comCopyright © 2016 Adaptive Micro Systems All Rights Reserved

Brightness:   

Agency Approvals:  

Product Features
Front and Rear Maintenance 
Accessible Panels
Rear Handle design makes 
Panels easy to Lift
Light-Blocking design means less 
light leakage to Front of Panels

Great Heat Dissipation and IP65/54 Protection 

7000 Nits+

  ETL, CE, FCC

      Functional and Physical Specifications  Functional and Physical Specifications

Grey Level

Refresh Rate

Brightness Adjustment

LED Composition

Module Dimension

Module Resolution

Panel Dimension

Panel Resolution

Panel Case Material

Panel Weight

Serviceability

Life of Service

Voltage

Avg. Power 
Consumption
Max. Power 
Consumption

Storage Temp. 
Range

mm16

3,906 Pixels/m2

140 (Horiz.), 75 (Vertical) Degrees

14 Bit

>1920 Hz

60 Hz

Manual/Auto/Programmable

DIP 1R1G1B

15.75(W) x 9.45(H) Inches

25 X 15 Pixels

47.24(W) x 47.24(H) x 5.12(D) Inches

75 X 75 Pixels

Aluminum Alloy

<50 Kg

Front and Rear Accessible

50,000+ Hours

100-240  Volts AC

155 Watts/M2

490 Watts/M2

IP65/IP54 Front/Rear

Aluminum Alloy

40-60/0-90 Degrees C/% Relative Humidity

20-45/10-90 Degrees C/% Relative Humidity

ETL,CE,RoHS,FCC

RF, S-Video, RGB, RGBHV, YUV, YC, 
Composition, HDMI, DVI-D

Two Years   

Static and Dynamic 
Video Files

Message and Content
Creation

Controllers and 
Processing Cards

NovaStar  

Adaptive Ooh!Media and 
LED STUDIO
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Sussex County

Source: Esri, Maxar, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus
DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community,
Sussex County, Sussex County Government, Sussex County
Mapping and Addressing

Override 1

Override 1

Tax Parcels

911 Address

Streets

Zoning

Agricultural Residential - AR-1

Agricultural Residential - AR-2

Medium Residential - MR

General Residential - GR

High Density Residential - HR-1

High Density Residential - HR-2

Vacation, Retire, Resident - VRP

Neighborhood Business - B-1

Neighborhood Business - B-2

General Commercial - C-1

General Commercial - C-2

General Commercial - C-3

General Commercial - C-4

General Commercial - C-5

Commercial Residential - CR-1

Institutional - I-1

Marine - M

Limited Industrial - LI-1

Limited Industrial - LI-2

Heavy Industrial - HI-1

County Boundaries

June 18, 2020
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§115-80 C. SPECIAL USE EXCEPTION 
TAX MAP 235-15.00 PARCEL 24.00 

AREA | 3.95± ACRES 
ZONED | C-1 

OFF-PREMISE SIGN | ARTICLE XI: §115-80 C.  OFF-PREMISE SIGN  
SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 115--159.5 B. (1) (2) (4) & (5) AND  

ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER 115-161.1 B. (1) & (3). 
 
EXISTING USE | OFFICE & SELF-STORAGE 
NO WETLANDS ON SITE 
FLOOD ZONE | ZONE X 
 
§ 115-159.5 B. | OFF-PREMISE SIGN PERMITTED IN C-1 GENERAL COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT 
 
§ 115-159.5 B. (1)  
FRONT YARD SETBACK = 40'     PROPOSED = 41’ 
SIDE YARD SETBACK = 50'      PROPOSED = 51.0’ 
REAR YARD SETBACK = BRL FOR C-1 ZONING 
DWELLING, CHURCH, SCHOOL, PUBLIC LANDS SETBACK = 150' |  

PROPOSED = 154’+/- 
ON-PREMISES SIGN SETBACK = 50'    PROPOSED = 91’+/- 
 
§ 115-159.5 B. (3) | PROPERTIES ADJACENT TO ROADS WHICH HAVE LESS THAN FOUR 
TRAVEL LANES… 
 
(a) SETBACK TO ADJACENT OFF-PREMISES SIGNS ON SAME SIDE OF ROAD = 600' 
      PROPOSED = < 1 MILE’ 
 
(b) MAXIMUM SIGN HEIGHT = 25'  PROPOSED = 25’ 
 
(c) MAXIMUM SIGN AREA = 600 SQ. FT. (300 SQ.FT. EACH SIDE)  

PROPOSED = 600 SQ.FT. (300 SQ.FT. EACH SIDE) 
 
§ 115-159.5 B. (2) | A SINGLE OFF-PREMISES SIGN STRUCTURE SHALL 
SUPPORT NO MORE THAN ONE SIGN PER SIDE AND NO MORE THAN TWO SIGNS IN 
TOTAL. THE PROPOSED OFF-PREMISE SIGN WILL BE INSTALLED BACK-TO-BACK ON A 
SINGLE STEEL POLE. 
 
§ 115-161.1 ELECTRONIC MESSAGING CENTERS 
 
§ 115-161.1 B. OFF-PREMISES ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTERS 
 

(1) IN THE C-1 (GENERAL COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT, AN OFF-PREMISES SIGN MAY BE 
AN ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER, PROVIDED THAT THE OWNER OBTAINS A 
SPECIAL USE EXCEPTION PURSUANT TO § 115-80C AND COMPLIES WITH THE 
REGULATIONS FOR OFF-PREMISES SIGNS PURSUANT TO § 115-159.5. 

 
 
 



(3) FOR ALL OFF-PREMISES ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTERS WHICH ARE LOCATED 
ON PROPERTIES ADJACENT TO ROADS WHICH HAVE LESS THAN FOUR TRAVEL LANES 
(EXCLUDING TURN LANES), AN OFF-PREMISES ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER SHALL 
NOT BE ERECTED WITHIN 1,200 FEET OF ANOTHER OFF-PREMISES ELECTRONIC 
MESSAGE CENTER. THIS SEPARATION DISTANCE SHALL BE MEASURED FROM THE 
EDGE OF THE OFF-PREMISES ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER AND SHALL APPLY ONLY 
TO SIGNS WHICH ARE LOCATED ON THE SAME SIDE OF THE ROAD. NO OTHER 
ELECTRONIC MESSAGING SIGN IS LOCATED WITHIN 1-MILE OF THIS APPLICATION. 
 
(5) OFF-PREMISES ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTERS SHALL BE PROHIBITED FROM 
USING DISPLAY FEATURES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE SIGNS, INCLUDING, BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO, THE FOLLOWING: ANIMATION, FLASHING, STREAMING OR REAL-TIME 
VIDEO, FADING, DISSOLVING, CONTINUOUS SCROLLING AND/OR TRAVELING, 
SPINNING, ROTATING, AND SIMILAR MOVING EFFECTS, AND ALL DYNAMIC FRAME 
EFFECTS OR PATTERNS OF ILLUSIONARY MOVEMENT OR SIMULATING MOVEMENT. 
FOR OFF-PREMISES ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTERS, THE TRANSITION TIME 
BETWEEN MESSAGES OR MESSAGE FRAMES IS LIMITED TO ONE SECOND 
 
§ 115-161.1 C. ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTERS | THE FOLLOWING REGULATIONS 
SHALL APPLY TO ALL ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTERS. 
 
(1) AN ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER MAY BE CHANGED AT INTERVALS BY 
ELECTRONIC OR MECHANICAL PROCESS OR REMOTE CONTROL, PROVIDED THAT: 
 

(A) ON AN OFF-PREMISES ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER, EACH 
MESSAGE REMAINS FIXED FOR A MINIMUM OF AT LEAST 10 SECONDS. 

 
(B) ON AN OFF-PREMISES ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER, WHEN THE 
MESSAGE IS CHANGED, THE CHANGE MUST BE ACCOMPLISHED IN ONE 
SECOND OR LESS, WITH ALL MOVING PARTS OR ILLUMINATION 
CHANGING SIMULTANEOUSLY AND IN UNISON. 

 
(C) AN ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER SHALL CONTAIN A DEFAULT 
DESIGN THAT WILL FREEZE THE SIGN IN ONE POSITION, SHUT DOWN, OR 
SHOW A FULL BLACK IMAGE ON THE DISPLAY IF A MALFUNCTION OCCURS 
THAT AFFECTS AT LEAST 50% OF THE SIGN FACE. 

 
(D) EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN THIS ARTICLE, AN ELECTRONIC 
MESSAGE CENTER MAY NOT CONTAIN OR DISPLAY ANY LIGHTS, 
EFFECTS, OR MESSAGES THAT FLASH, MOVE, APPEAR TO BE ANIMATED 
OR TO MOVE, SCROLL, OR CHANGE IN INTENSITY DURING THE FIXED 
DISPLAY PERIOD. 

 
(E) AN ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER SHALL APPROPRIATELY ADJUST 
DISPLAY BRIGHTNESS AS AMBIENT LIGHT LEVELS CHANGE AND SHALL 
HAVE AUTOMATIC DIMMING CONTROLS, EITHER BY PHOTOCELL, 
HARDWIRE, OR SOFTWARE SETTINGS, IN ORDER TO BRING THE LIGHTING 
LEVEL AT NIGHT INTO COMPLIANCE WITH SIGN ILLUMINATION 
STANDARDS SET FORTH IN THIS ARTICLE. 

 



(F) AN OWNER WHO SEEKS A BUILDING PERMIT OR A SPECIAL USE 
EXCEPTION FOR AN ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER SHALL PROVIDE 
DOCUMENTATION AT THE TIME OF APPLICATION WHICH DEMONSTRATES 
THAT THE SIGN SHALL APPROPRIATELY ADJUST DISPLAY BRIGHTNESS 
AS AMBIENT LIGHT LEVELS CHANGE AND SHALL HAVE AUTOMATIC 
DIMMING CONTROLS, EITHER BY PHOTOCELL, HARDWIRE, OR SOFTWARE 
SETTINGS, DESIGNED TO BRING THE LIGHTING LEVEL AT NIGHT INTO 
COMPLIANCE WITH SIGN ILLUMINATION STANDARDS SET FORTH IN THIS 
ARTICLE. 

 
(G) A SIGN THAT ATTEMPTS OR APPEARS TO ATTEMPT TO DIRECT THE 
MOVEMENT OF TRAFFIC OR WHICH CONTAINS WORDING, COLOR, 
SHAPES, OR LIKENESS OF OFFICIAL TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES IS 
PROHIBITED. 

 
(H) NO ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER SHALL EMIT ANY AUDIO OR 
VERBAL ANNOUNCEMENT OR NOISES OF ANY KIND. 

 
 
 
 
CRITERIA FOR A SPECIAL USE EXCEPTION: 
 
1. SUCH EXCEPTION WILL NOT SUBSTANTIALLY AFFECT ADVERSELY THE USES OF 
ADJACENT AND NEIGHBORING 
PROPERTY. 
 
THE PROPERTIES ON THE EAST AND SOUTH ARE FARM FIELDS AND THE PROPERTIES 
TO THE NORTH ARE COMMERCIAL. CURRENTLY THERE ARE 2 OFF-PREMISE SIGNS 
THAT WILL BE REMOVED AS A PART OF THIS APPLICATION TO BE REPLACED WITH 
ONE OFF-PREMISE ELECTRONIC MESSAGING CENTER. THE SIGN IS BEING PLACED IN 
ORDER TO MEET ALL THE SETBACKS OF THE ORDINANCE. SUCH EXCEPTION WILL 
NOT SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASE THE HAZARD FROM FIRE OR OTHER DANGERS TO 
SAID AND NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES; OTHERWISE IMPAIR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY, COMFORT, MORALS OR GENERAL WELFARE OF THE PUBLIC; DIMINISH OR 
IMPAIR PROPERTY VALUES WITHIN THE NEIGHBORHOOD; UNDULY INCREASE 
TRAFFIC CONGESTION ON THE PUBLIC HIGHWAYS; WILL CREATE A PUBLIC 
NUISANCE; OR RESULT IN AN INCREASE IN PUBLIC EXPENDITURES. 

















VISTA
D

Landscape Architects, Land Planning Consultants and Engineers
E S I G N

11634 Worcester Hwy, Showell, MD 21862
ph. 410-352-5604 fax 410-352-3875 email vista@vistadesigninc.com

I NC.V

THE IMPERVIOUS SURFACE AREA CALCULATIONS CONTAINED
HEREIN ARE BASED, IN PART, ON CERTAIN PROPOSED
CONSTRUCTION DATA PROVIDED BY OWNER.  VISTA DESIGN,
INC. HEREBY DISCLAIMS ANY RESPONSIBILITY OR LIABILITY
FOR THE ACCURACY OF SUCH OWNER-PROVIDED
CONSTRUCTION DATA, CHANGES THERETO THAT MAY BE
EFFECTUATED BY OWNER SUBSEQUENT TO THE DATE
HEREOF, OR CONSTRUCTED IMPROVEMENTS THAT DEVIATE
FROM THIS SITE PLAN OR THE PLANS FOR CONSTRUCTION.
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