
AGENDA

April 22, 2024

6:00 PM

Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda

Approval of the Minutes for February 19, 2024

Approval of the Findings of Fact for February 19, 2024

Public Hearings

Case No. 12924 – West Side New Beginnings, Inc.
seeks a variance for the front and corner front setback requirements for a proposed 
structure (Section 115-42 of the Sussex County Zoning Code). The property is located 
North of Burton Avenue and Southeast of Norwood Street. 911 Address: 19801 
Norwood Street, Rehoboth Beach. Zoning District: GR. Tax Parcels: 334-13.19-61.00

Case No. 12925 – John and Mary Denney
seek a variance from the front yard setback requirement for a proposed addition 
(Section 115-34 of the Sussex County Zoning Code). The property is located South of 
Dot Sparrow Drive and East of Warbler Court within the Summercrest Subdivision. 
911 Address: 34760 Dot Sparrow Drive, Rehoboth Beach. Zoning District: MR. Tax 
Parcels: 334-12.00-838.00

Case No. 12926 – Keystone Novelties Distributors
seeks a special use exception for a temporary tent sale (Section 115-80 of the Sussex 
County Zoning Code). The property is located Northwest of Sea Air Avenue and West 
of Tanger Boulevard within the Tanger Outlet Complex. 911 Address: 36470 Seaside 
Outlet Drive, Rehoboth Beach. Zoning District: C-1. Tax Parcel: 334-13.00.325.06

Case No. 12927 – Keystone Novelties Distributors
seeks a special use exception for a temporary tent sale (Section 115-80 of the Sussex 
County Zoning Code). The property is located East of Sussex Highway. 911 Address: 
20689 Sussex Highway, Seaford. Zoning District: C-1. Tax Parcels: 331-2.00-18.15
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Case No. 12930 – Cynthia Stinger and Thomas Blackiston
seeks a variance from the front yard setback requirement for an existing structure 
(Section 115-42 of the Sussex County Zoning Code). The property is located South 
and West Poplar Avenue within the Evergreen Acres Subdivision. 911 Address: 
31022 Poplar Avenue, Millsboro. Zoning District: GR. Tax Parcels: 233-5.00-259.00

Additional Business

-MEETING DETAILS- 

In accordance with 29 Del. C. §10004(e)(2), this Agenda was posted on April 15, 2024. at 4:30 p.m. 
and at least seven (7) days in advance of the meeting.

The Agenda was prepared by the Director of Planning and Zoning and is subject to change to include 
the additional or deletion of items, including Executive Sessions, which arise at the time of the meeting.

Agenda items may be considered out of sequence.

The meeting will be streamed live at https://sussexcountyde.gov/council-chamber-broadcast

The Board of Adjustment meeting materials, including the “packet” are electronically accessible on 
the County’s website at: https://sussexcountyde.gov/.

If any member of the public would like to submit comments electronically, these may be sent to 
pandz@sussexcountyde.gov. All comments are encouraged to be submitted by 4:30 P.M. on Thursday, 
April 18, 2024.

####

********************************

https://sussexcountyde.gov/council-chamber-broadcast
https://sussexcountyde.gov/
mailto:pandz@sussexcountyde.gov
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Board of Adjustment Application
Sussex County, Delaware

Sussex County Planning & Zoning Department
2 The Circle (P.O. Box 417) Georgetown, DE 19947

302-855-7878 ph. 302-854-5079 fax

Type of Application: (please check all applicable)

Variance @
Special Use Exception n
Administrative Variance !
Appealfl

Case #
Hearing Date

Existing Condition I
Proposed f]
Code Reference (office use only)

Site Address of Variance/Special Use Exception:
34760 DOT SPARROW DRTVE REHOBOTH BEACH, DE 19971

Variance/Special Use Exception/Appeal Requested:
To reduce tlre side yard setback along Warbler Ct. from 30 feet to 10 feet as typically permitted
by Sussex County.

Tax Map #: 334-12.00-838.00 Property Zoning: MR

Applicant lnformation

Applicant Name:
Applicant Address:
City
Applicant Phone #:

State 7ip:
Applicant e-mail:

Owner lnformation

Owner Name: John & Mary Denney
Owner Address: 4507 PEBBLE DRIVE
City WILMINGTON State DE 7ip: 19802 Purchase Date:
Owner Phone #: 3025999643 Owner e-mail: jxdenney2@aol.com

Agent/Attornev I nformation

Agent/AttorneyName: .*\c:ofh D*:h,r, ll J jf.J " Cc,n*Jn.,.f,ra LLL
Agent/Attorney Add ress:
City .LUr,- e 5 State Zip: ltt
Agent/Attorney ehone #rii i.j.tu ,,j *lffient/Rttorn&fr- o5h | , conl
Sionoture of Owner ' ^ent' +tornev
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Board of Adjustment Application - Sussex County, Delaware
criteria for a variance for 34760 Dor sPARRow DRtvE, SUMMERCREST

REHOBOTH BEACH, DELAWARE L997t TAX MAP 334-L2.OA-838.00

L, UNIQUENESSOF THE PROPERTY:

There is an unnecessarily restrictive side setback on this corner lot #68
created by the arbitrary side setback line placed in the plot plan for
SUMMERCREST. This property is a corner property with its side yard facing
the open space across Warbler Court of the subdivision tennis courts and the
large open area including the retention basin of the subdivision. The subject
property is offset on the lot enabling a large sunroom to be built on the open
side of the property. lf built as planned there would be almost double the
open space for a side setback, well within the county code restriction of a 10-
foot side setback. Thus, the present plot plan imposing a side setback is
unnecessarily restrictive for this corner property.

2. CANNOT OTHERWISE BE DEVELOPED:

Because this sunroom addition is a side expansion of the house and there is
no room in the front or rear of the property due to the placement of the
house on the lot, The area available to expand is severely restricted with a
30-foot side setback.

3. NOT CREATED BY APPLICANT

The 30-foot side setback line was recorded in the subdivision plot plan by the
developer; prior to establishing the orientation of the home on the lot. That
3O-foot setback line merely follows the contour of the curbing, even around
a corner lot such as ours. We only had a house survey at settlement, and it
did not show any setback lines, particularly a 3O-fooy setback line when the
county code standard was a L0-foot setbackl We were not given a plot plan
at settlement nor was our attention called to this deviation from the county
code lO-foot setback requirement.

Page 2 of 14
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4. WILL NOT ALTER THE ESSENTIAL CHARACTER OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD:

The structure will abide by all HOA rules and regulations and maintain the
essential character of the neighborhood. We have advised the HOA of our
plans and our intent to obtain a variance of the side setback to the county
code LO-foot setback. Our plan maintains open visual sightlines at the corner
of the property, maintaining visual sightlines from the roadways and adjacent
properties.

5. MINIMUM VARIANCE:

22.6' on the northwest corner of the addition and 25.!'from the southwest
corner or the addition, from Warbler Court. (see site plan)

Page 3 of 14
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Sussex County, DE - BOA Application

Check List for Applications
The following shall be submitted with the application

E.

tr
I
tr
tr
tr
n

E ' comPleted APPlication

Provide a survey of the property (Variance)
o Survey shall show the location of building(s), building setbacks, stairs, deck, etc.
o Survey shall show distances from property lines to buildings, stairs, deck, etc.

- o Survey shall be signed and sealed by a Licensed Surveyor.

Provide a Site Plan or survey of the property (Special Use Exception)

Provide relevant Application Fee (please refer to fees effective luly t,2O22l

Provide written response to criteria for Variance or Special Use Exception (may be on a
separate document if not enough room on the form)

Copy of Receipt (staff)

Optional - Additional information for the Board to consider (ex. photos, letters from
neighbors, etc.)

Please be aware that Public Nqtice will be sent to property owners within 200 feet of the
subject site and County staff will come out to the subject site, take photos and place a sign
on the site stating the date and time of the Public Hearing for the application.

*Please be advised that the decision of the Board of Adjustment is only final when the written decision
is filed with the Boord's secretory. To determine whether the written decision has heen filed, you may
coll the Planning & Zoning Department at 302-855-7878. The written decision is generally completed

within thirty (30) to sixty (60) days following the Board's vote on the application or appeal. pleose
include the cdse number when calling about the decision.

*Pleose be advised thdt dny action taken in relionce ol the Board's decision prior to the liling ol the
written decision and the expiration of any opplicable appeol period is token dt the Property Owner"s

Risk.

The undersigned acknowledges that that he or she has read the application completely and that if the
appellant / applicant is unable to convince the Board that the standards for granting relief have been
met, the appeal/ application will be denied.

Check #:
Staff accepting application: Application & Case f:.
Location of property:

Subdivision:
Date of Hearing:

l4
Last updated 7/1/2022

Decision of Board:
Block#:
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