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PLANNING AND ZONING AND COUNTY COUNCIL INFORMATION SHEET 

Planning Commission Public Hearing Date: November 17th, 2022 

 

Application: CU 2327 Howard L. Ritter & Sons, Inc. 

 

Applicant: Howard L. Ritter & Sons, Inc. 

 330 Market Street 

 Lewes, DE 19958 

 

Owner: Howard L. Ritter & Sons, Inc. 

 330 Market Street 

 Lewes, DE 19958 

 

 

Site Location:  Located on the southwest side of Plantations Road (Rt. 1D), 

approximately 0.18 mile southeast of Robinsonville Road (S.C.R. 277)  

 

Current Zoning: Agricultural Residential (AR-1) Zoning District   

 

Proposed Use:  Expansion of the non-conforming borrow pit to include outdoor 

processing and recycling (grinding, crushing, storage and sale) of 

tree/yard waste and concrete as well as sales and storage of stone, 

mulch, soil, and related outdoor products 

 

Comprehensive Land  

Use Plan Reference:   Coastal Area 

 

Councilmanic 

District:  Mr. Hudson 

 

School District: Cape Henlopen School District 

 

Fire District:  Lewes Fire Co.  

 

Sewer:   On-site septic 

 

Water:    On-site Well 

 

Site Area:   50.90 

 

Tax Map ID.:   334-12.00-7.00 
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Memorandum 
To: Sussex County Planning Commission Members  
From: Mrs. Christin Scott, Planner II  
CC: Mr. Vince Robertson, Assistant County Attorney and Applicant  
Date: November 10th, 2022 
RE: Staff Analysis for C/U 2327 Howard L. Ritter & Sons, Inc. 

 
This memo is to provide background and analysis for the Planning Commission to consider as a 
part of application C/U 2327 Howard L. Ritter & Sons, Inc. to be reviewed during the November 
17th, 2022, Planning Commission Meeting. This analysis should be included in the record of this 
application and is subject to comments and information that may be presented during the public 
hearing.  
 
The request is for a Conditional Use for Tax Parcel 334-12.00-7.00 to allow the continued sales and 
storage of stone, mulch, soil, and related outdoor products at the property with the existing, non-
conforming borrow pit. The property is lying on the southwest side of Plantations Road (Rt. 1D), 
approximately 0.18-mile southeast of Robinsonville Road (S.C.R. 277). The property is located at 
33508 Ritter Lake Road, Lewes. The property consists of 50.90 acres +/-.  
 
Comprehensive Plan Analysis 
 
The 2018 Sussex County Comprehensive Plan Update (Comprehensive Plan) provides a 
framework of how land is to be developed. As part of the Comprehensive Plan, a Future Land Use 
Map is included to help determine how land should be zoned to ensure responsible development.  
The Future Land Use map in the plan indicates that the subject property has a land use designation 
of “Coastal Area.” All surrounding properties to the north, south, east, and west of the subject site 
contain the Future Land Use Map designation of “Coastal Area.” 
 
As outlined in the 2018 Sussex County Comprehensive Plan, Coastal Areas are areas that can 
accommodate development provided that special environmental concerns are addressed. A range 
of housing types should be permitted in Coastal Areas, including single-family homes, townhouses, 
and multi-family units. Retail and office uses are appropriate, but larger shopping centers and office 
parks should be confined to selected locations with access along arterial roads. Appropriate mixed-
use development should all be allowed. In doing so, careful mixtures of homes with light 
commercial, office and institutional uses can be appropriate to provide for convenient services and 
to allow people to work close to home. Major new industrial uses are not proposed in these areas. 
(Sussex County Comprehensive Plan, 4-15). 
 
Zoning Information 
 
The 2018 Sussex County Comprehensive Plan outlines Zoning Districts by their applicability to 
each Future Land Use category. Under Table 4.5-2 “Zoning Districts Applicable to Future Land 
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Use Categories,” the Agricultural Residential (AR-1) District is listed as an Applicable Zoning 
District within the “Coastal Area.” (Sussex County Comprehensive Plan, 4-25).  
 
The adjacent parcels to the south, east and west of the subject property are all zoned Agricultural 
Residential (AR-1) District. The adjacent parcel to the north of the subject property is zoned 
Medium Residential (MR) District.  
 
Existing Conditional Uses within the Vicinity of the Subject Site 
 
Since 2011, there have been twenty-nine (29) Conditional Use applications within a 1-mile radius 
of the application site. A spreadsheet has been provided below. 
 
Based on the analysis of the land use, surrounding zoning and uses, the Conditional Use to allow 
the continued sales and storage of stone, mulch, soil, and other related outdoor products at the 
property with the existing, non-conforming borrow pit, subject to considerations of scale and 
impact, could be considered as being consistent with the land use, area zoning and surrounding 
uses.  
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EXPERIENCE SUMMARY  
Mark H. Davidson serves as Vice President of Pennoni and Office Director for our Southern 
Delaware, Milton Office. Mark also serves as the Principal Land Planner for Pennoni. He has 
over 35-years of past experience in Surveying, Engineering, Consulting, Construction and 
Land Planning. For 12-years he owned a professional engineering, surveying, land planning, 
environmental and consulting firm that provided professional consulting and design in land 
planning for residential, industrial, institutional, municipal and commercial applications to 
a wide range of clients in Delaware and Maryland. Mr. Davidson’s project experience 
includes land development planning, surveying, engineering, environmental design and 
permitting; construction and project consulting, management and inspection; water 
resource consulting, management and inspection and municipal consulting, planning and 
inspection for residential, industrial, institutional, municipal and commercial applications.  

Mark is a past director of the Delaware Onsite Wastewater Recycling Association as well as 
a member of the American Planning Association, American Institute of Certified Planners 
and has served in the past as a committee member of Delaware Low Impact Development 
Roundtable Committee, Delaware Pollution Control Strategy Committee, Delaware 
Sediment & Stormwater Regulatory Advisory Committee, and the Delaware Technical & 
Community College A/E Curriculum Committee. Past Board Member for the On Site Septic 
Advisory Board for the State of Delaware.  He was also nominated for the Brandywine 
Chapter Association of Fundraising Professionals Philanthropy Award and has won the BNI 
Notable Networker Award.  

Along with all the experience and education stated and with many years of combined 
experience in Surveying, Engineering, Consulting and Land Planning, he has been 
responsible for providing consulting, layout and design in surveying, engineering and land 
planning for residential, industrial, institutional, municipal and commercial applications to 
a wide range of clients in Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia.   He has project 
managed, studied, planned, surveyed, designed and engineered sustainable, master-
planned communities, commercial and urban redevelopment projects, and the public 
infrastructure that supports them. 

Mark has provided nationwide land planning consulting services to a variety of clientele to 
help coordinate project startups as well as final construction consulting services when it 
came to commercial, residential, industrial, municipal, educational and community land 
planning. Provided additional consulting in civil/site engineering, stormwater management, 
erosion and sediment control, wastewater collection and disposal, transportation, and 
environmental. Market areas practiced; Delaware, Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, North Dakota, Puerto Rico, Canada and Panama. 

Additional Project experience includes cutting edge design and technology as well as value 
engineering and construction to help clients through the ever-changing market including 
but not limited to solar voltaic and wind generation projects. 

 

EDUCATION 
University of Delaware; Civil Engineering, 
(1986-1990) 

Land Surveying, Delaware Technical & 
Community College (1984-1986) and 
Wastewater Microbiology Diploma 
(1997) 

Land Planning, Institute for Public 
Administration (2006) 

CERTIFICATIONS 
DNREC Class A Percolation Tester & Class 
B Septic Designer, (DE #2418)  

Sediment & Stormwater Management, 
Responsible Personnel, DE (#8760) and 
MD (#4914) 

DNREC Certified Construction Reviewer: 
DE (#1270) 

Delaware Notary  

TRAININGS  
Hydrology, Delaware TR-20 (1993) 

Reducing Flood Hazard in Coastal 
Development (1996) 

Law for Managers/Supervisors (1999) 

State and Federal Laws (2000) 

Advanced Real Estate Law in Delaware 
(2002) 

Land Conservation and Historic 
Preservation (2003) 

Land Surveying Business Diploma (1998) 

Project Manager Training I, Pennoni 
(2015) 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
National Onsite Wastewater Recycling 
Association 

Delaware Onsite Wastewater Recycling 
Association  

American Planning Association 

American Institute of Certified Planners 

HONORS/AWARDS 
Association of Professionals 
Philanthropy, Brandywine Chapter 
Fundraising Nominee (2014) 

Notable Networker Award, BNI (2013) 
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