
RESOLUTION NO. R 028 10 

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL'S CONCERN THAT A PROPOSED INCREASE IN 
THE FEDERAL FUEL TAX WOULD BE HARMFUL TO THE CITIZENS OF SUSSEX COUNTY, DELAWARE, AND 
THE COUNTY'S OVERALL ECONOMIC HEALTH 

WHEREAS, there is a proposal to increase by 25 cents the federa l fuel tax, at a time when 

gasoline prices are nearing $3 a gallon; and 

WHEREAS, a fuel tax increase of 25 cents a gallon would cost the average Sussex County 

household more than $700 annually; and 

WHEREAS, a high number of Sussex County residents are already unemployed or unable to 

find full-time work, while the national unemployment rate is at the highest sustained rate since the 

Great Depression; and 

WHEREAS, a gasoline tax is particularly burdensome to lower- and lower-middle income 

citizens in non-urban areas, where there are few public transportation options available; and 

WHEREAS, the County's agriculture industry is adversely affected by higher fuel prices in all 

aspects, from production to transportation of goods; and 

WHEREAS, the County's tourism industry relies heavily on regional visitors whose 

discretionary spending could be curtailed by a significant rise in fuel prices; and 

WHEREAS, increases in fuel taxes are passed on to consumers, affecting the price of most 

goods and services, thereby affecting the overall health and stability of our economy; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Sussex County Council hereby urges the Delaware 

Congressional Delegation to withdraw its support for any fuel tax increase; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Administrator shall send an official copy of this 

Resolution, upon its adoption, to each member of the Delaware Congressional Delegation for their 

consideration. 

Dated: November 30, 2010 


